SUMMER NEWS 


LETTER 


Dr. Trussel 


Dr. Malvina Trussell, the twenty- 
fourth president of the American Nature 
Study Society which had its origin in 
1908, is a person of many fine accom- 
plishments. She received her B.S. degree 
from Georgia State College for Women 
and her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from 
Cornell University. 

Dr. Trussell’s teaching experiences 
were varied and these gave her the fine 
outlook she has for her work. She began 
teaching in a one-room, one teacher rural 
school in Georgia. This was followed by 
a position as principal of rural consoli- 
dated schools in Georgia for four years. 
She filled this position so well she was 
asked to serve as science teacher and head 
of the Biology Department at Georgia 
State Teachers College at Statesboro. 
Following this she went to her present 
position in science education in the 
School of Education at Florida State 
University in Tallahassee. 

Readers of the NEWSLETTER will recall 
that Dr. Trussell served in a most effi- 
cient manner as editor from 1952 to 
1955. She has published a number of 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Congratulations to Stanley B. Mulaik, our new editor, for the fine job he is 
doing. His job will be made easier and more pleasant if each of us will send him news 
of our activities. As 1 work with our membership list, I wonder about the interests 
of many of our members; write our editor a short news item and make his Nrews 
BRIEFs cover several columns. 


Ruth Hopson, our membership secretary and past president, did such an excellent 
job of putting over the thoughts I wanted to express, I have only to say AMEN to all 
the ideas in her article found in the March, 1955, issue of the News LETTER. Ruth 
speaks as one who has done the things she urges our membership to undertake. If 
each of us could increase the membership of our section of the country as Ruth has 
increased that of the Western States, our membership would probably be ten times 
what it is today. 


I want to give added emphasis to Ruth’s advice: ‘Attend our national meetings.” 
If you have never attended an annual meetng of A.N.S.S., 1955 is a good year to 
begin. The last Atlanta meeting of the A.A.A.S., with its afhliated societies, was in 
1913 when the American Nature Study Society was an “infant” of five years. Now 
that we are nearing our golden anniversary we need to become better acquainted with 
one another and the fine work which is being done by individual members and by the 
organization as a group. You can bet that Georgia and the Southeast will go ‘‘all out” 
to see that we do not have to wait so long for another annual meeting. 
The American Nature Study Society program for the 1955 meeting is outstanding. 
We lead off on the first day with a symposium: SOUTHERN AGRICULTURE FROM 1913 
TO 1956. This will be followed by sessions on THE CONTRIBUTION OF NATURE STUDY 
TO THE SCHOOL PROGRAM and THE APPEAL OF THE NATURE WRITER TO ALL AGE 
Groups. Participants will include such outstanding naturalists as E. Laurence Palmer, 
Walter Thurber, Stanley B. Mulaik, Herbert Stoddard, Herbert Zim, and Ed Dodd. 
Our annual field trip will be concerned with the GEOLOGY, EcoLOGY, AND TAXONOMY 
OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS ON GRANITE OutTcrops. This will include the area of 
Stone Mountain and will be led by outstanding geologists, ecologists and taxonomists 
from the area. We will have our usual annual meeting with a showing of kodochromes, 
so bring yours along for this delightfully informal get-together. The subject for the 
A.N.S.S. presidential address will be Earty NATURALIST EXPLORERS OF THE 
SOUTHEAST. 
SEE YOU IN ATLANTA DECEMBER 26-31, 1955 


Malvina Trussell 


Conservation Handbook 


Published 

After some unexpected delays, the 
HANDBOOK FOR TEACHING CONSERVA- 
TION AND REsourRCE USE has come oft 
the press and is available from Richard 
Weaver, Department of Conservation, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. This is an excellent volume 
which no high school biology teacher 
should be without and one which teachers 


of related subjects dealing with the com- 
munity should find as an_ excellent 
reference. 

This book is more than one to tell how 
to do it. It is an excellent compilation of 
how successful conservation and resource 
projects were carried out in many schools. 
The contributions were submitted by the 
large conservation project committee of 
the NABT under the direction of Richard 
Weaver. The American Nature Associa- 
tion financed the project. 
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ANSS Headquarters 
in Dinkler 


The DINKLER PLAZA HOTEL will 
be headquarters for the Atlanta meeting 
of the American Nature Study Society, 
together with all other Science Teaching 
organizations. Seyd in reservations early, 
since this hotel is Headquarters for the 
AAAS and rooms will be hard to get. 
Get your tickets early for the ANSS 
Presidential Dinner and Address and for 
the ANSS field trip. 

Officers and directors must be on hand 
for business meeting on Monday, Dec. 
26 at 8:00 p.m. in Dinkler, Panel B. 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY ATLANTA PROGRAM 


The American Nature Study Society was organized in 1908 in New York City to provide a professional society for nature leaders 
and teachers, and to promote nature and resource-use education programs. President, Malvina Trussell, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, Florida. Secretary, Helen B. Ross, State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Massachusetts. Representative on the AAAS 
Council, E. Laurence Palmer, Director Conservation Education, National Wildlife Federation and American Nature Association, 


Ithaca, New York. 
PROGRAM 


Monday Evening, December 26 
8:00 p.m.; Dinkler, Panel B; Meeting of Board of Directors 


Tuesday Morning, December 27 

9:00 a.m.; Dinkler, Plaza Room, Greetings, IRA JARRELL, 
Superintendent of Atlanta Public Schools. 
Symposium; SOUTHERN AGRICULTURE FROM 1913 
TO 1956. Joint session of National Association of Biology 
Teachers, National Science Teachers Association and the 
American Nature Study Society; arranged by MALVINA 
TRUSSELL, Florida State University. 

MALVINA TRUSSELL, Presiding 


1. The contributions of the Experiment Stations. GEORGE 
H. KING, Agricultural Experiment Stations, University 
of Georgia. (20 min.) 

From the Experiment Station to the Farmer, S. G. 
CHANDLER, University of Georgia Extension Service. 
(20 min.) 

3. Forestry and Wildlife Enter the Picture. HERBERT L. 
STODDARD, SR., Forestry and Wildlife Consultant, 
Thomasville, Georgia. (20 min.) 

4. The Broadening Concept of Land Management. ED 
KOMAREK, Greenwood Farms, Thomasville, Georgia. 
(20 min.) 

5. Effect on the Economy of the South. J. W. FANNING, 
Chairman, Community Services Division Georgia Center 
for Continuing Education, University of Georgia. 
(30 min.) 

Tuesday Afternoon, December 27 
2:00 p.m.; Dinkler, Plaza B; THE NATURE STUDY IDEA 
AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE SCHOOL PRO- 
GRAM. Arranged by MALVINA TRUSSELL, Florida State 
University. 
W. B. Baker, Emory University, Presiding 
1. The Nature Study Idea of Liberty Hyde Bailey. E. 
LAURENCE PALMER, Director Conservation Educa- 
tion, National Wildlife Federation and American Nature 
Association. (30 min.) 
The Elementary School. WALTER THURBER, State 
University of New York, State Teachers College, Cort- 
land, New York. (30 min.) 
3. The Secondary School. HELEN BOER, Tallahassee, 
Florida. (30 min.) 
4. General Education at the College Level. STANLEY B. 
MULAIK, University of Utah. (30 min.)- 


tv 
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Tuesday Evening, December 27 

8:00 p.m.; Dinkler, Sky Room; A.N.S.S. Annual Meeting and 
Showing of Kodochromes. 

9:45 p.m.; Rainbow Roof; “A Christmas Interlude’’ ; — the 
science teaching societies are guests of the Atlanta Science 
Teachers Association. 

Thursday Afternoon, December 29 

2:00 p.m.; Dinkler, Plaza B; THE APPEAL OF THE 
NATURE WRITER TO ALL AGE GROUPS. Arranged 
by MALVINA TRUSSELL, Florida State University. 

RICHARD L. Weaver, University of Michigan, Presiding 
1. Extending Horizons. HERBERT S. ZIM. University 
of Illinois. (30 min.) 
2. Encouraging Early Research. MILLICENT E. SELSAM, 
Author. (30 min.) 
3. A Wholesome Approach to the Out-of-Doors Through 


the Comic Strip. ED DODD, Creator of MARK TRAIL. 
(30 min.) 


4. Opening Doors to Job Opportunities. CHARLES E. 
MOHR, Audubon Center, Greenwich, Conn. (30 min.) 


Thursday Evening, December 29 
6:00 p.m.; Dinkler, Rainbow Roof; A.N.S.S. PRESIDEN- 
TIAL DINNER AND ADDRESS. E. LAuRENCE PALMER, 
National Wildlife Federation, Toastmaster. Early Naturalist 
Explorers of the Southeast, MALVINA TRUSSELL, Florida 
State University. (Lantern) 


Friday Morning, December 30 

8:30 a.m.; Lobby of Dinkler; Joint Field Trip of the American 
Nature Study Society and the National Association of 
Biology Teachers. Co-sponsored by National Science 
Teachers Association. Tickets $3.50 — includes transporta- 
tion and Lunch. THE GEOLOGY, ECOLOGY AND 
TAXONOMY OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS ON 
GRANITE OUTCROPS. Leaders: A. S. FuRCRON, Chief 
Geologist, Georgia Geological Survey; ARTHUR L. COHEN, 
Chairman, Science Division, Oglethorpe University; ERNEST 
H. Lunp, Acting Head, Geology Department, Florida State 
University; W. B. BAKER, Biology Department, Emory 
University; R. J. Martin, Geology Department, Emory 
University; Netra E. Gray, Biology Department, Agnes 
Scott College; and R. J. Martin, Geology Department, 
Emory University. 


July, 1955 


Ellen Eddy Shaw 


Miss Ellen Eddy Shaw was the six- 
teenth president of the American Nature 
Study Society serving during 1939 and 
1940. The greater portion of her life has 
been devoted to leading children, young 
and old, into a better understanding of 
Nature. A few of the positions which she 
held will show the wide experience in 
Nature study which was hers. She was 
Supervisor of Nature Study and head of 
the Science Department of the Wayland 
and Cochituate high schools in Massa- 
chusetts; Supervisor of the Nature Study 
department at the State~Normal School, 
New Paltz, N. Y., and later at the 
Rochester City Training School. She was 
special lecturer on Nature Study in 
numerous positions including School 
Nature Study Union of Great Britain at 
the University of London. 

She published numerous articles on the 
subject of Nature Study in such maga- 
zines as the Garden Magazine, Country 
Life in America, McCalls and in numer- 
ous newspapers. Numerous pamphlets 
came from her efforts. 

Perhaps her greatest service came 
through her work as a staff member of 
the newly organized Botanic Garden in 
Brooklyn. It was a pioneering assignment 
for nowhere before had a scientific insti- 
tution of this kind undertaken an educa- 
tional program, particularly for children, 
on an equal basis with its research depart- 
ments. But no less unique than the work 
to be initiated was the personality of the 
young woman called to direct it. Miss 
Shaw had wanted to be a doctor, but her 
father’s illness changed many family 
plans and she turned to teaching with all 
the enthusiasm of an inspired devotee. 
First in elementary and high schools, and 
later in teacher-training institutions, she 
carried into practice her belief that build- 
ings and books were not the most impor- 
tant factors of education. She wanted 
children to learn from objects rather than 
about objects, to see the out-of-doors, 
and to work where observations of nature 
reveal scientific truths not acquired from 
books alone. The Botanic Garden offered 
the ultimate — an ideal situation — and 
it was no accident that her work carried 
the name of that institution well around 
the world. For thirty-three years she was 
Curator of Elementary Education, and 
many thousands of girls boys 
throughout the Borough and Greater 
New York recall with affection the name 
of Ellen Eddy Shaw. 

From the beginning this program of 
work for children developed along two 
lines simultaneously. One part was de- 
signed to serve the schools of the city by 
providing instruction and guidance for 


A. N. S. S. 


NEWS LETTER 


“Arbor Day” 


Harold Palmer Piser has an interesting 
plan for revivification of “Arbor Day.” 
His idea is to promote a new and greater 
interest in the purpose and significance of 
this memorable day and through it de- 
velop a better understanding and love of 
trees. 

After more than three and a_ half 
years of persistent effort, Mr. Piser finally 
succeeded in having his proposal to found 
an Arbor Day Association adopted by the 
National Shade Tree Conference. It is 
under their auspices that the new asso- 
ciation will be organized to further the 
work of the late J. Sterling Morton 
known throughout the world as_ the 
founder of Arbor Day. His statue now 
stands in the Hall of Fame in our educa- 
tion to advance the cultural, aesthetic, 
recreational and economic values of trees, 
as well as preservation and conservation 
of this natural heritage. 

Originally begun as an “agricultural” 
undertaking, Arbor Day is now a part of 
the nature study program in many schools, 
and is an important factor in the conser- 
vation education movement. 

A reprint of the appeal for an Arbor 
Day Association which appeared in a 
recent issue of TREES Magazine, and an 
article titled “How Arbor Day Began” 
which appeared in the March issue of 
BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS published by 
the University of the State of New York 
are obtainable from H. P. Piser, P. O. 
Box 187, Flushing 52, N. Y. 


classes that could visit during regular 
school hours. The other part offered to 
individual children in their leisure-time, 
opportunities for work and adventure in 
the greenhouses and the outdoor gardens. 
Perhaps it is this second part that best 
embodied Miss Shaw’s philosophy. There 
was never a prescribed course of study, 
but certain very definite plans, ideas and 
ideals were kept in mind as year after 
year students crowded the facilities to 
their capacity. 

In addition to serving as president of 
the ANSS, Miss Shaw served as secretary- 
treasurer for two years. In 1949 the 
Arthur Hoyt Scott Garden and Horticul- 
tural Award from Swarthmore College 
was granted in honor of thirty-three years 
of teaching elementary classes at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. The Award 
Committee stated that in its opinion “no 
one had ever done work of a similar mag- 
nitude in interesting children in garden- 
ing, in plant life and in nature.” 

At present Miss Shaw lives in her 
home in Mattapoisett, Massachusetts. 


Western Division Notes 

The Western Division of the ANSS 
met in June at Pasadena in connection 
with the AAAS. A major portion of the 
program was taken up with excellent field 
trips. Trips were conducted to Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic Garden, Huntington 


Botanic Garden, Griffith Planetarium, 
Oceanarium and to Cabrillo Marine 
Museum. 


At the Marine Museum quite a pleas- 
ant evening was spent under the stimu- 
lating leadership of John M. Olguin who 
is director of the Museum. John is one of 
those rare individuals who has captured 
the spirit of interpreting marine life in 
a surprisingly broad manner. His knowl- 
edge of the many intricate interrelation- 
ships among marine forms and his mas- 
tery of techniques for presenting his 
knowledge to varied audiences marked 
him as a master teacher. The Museum 
can well be proud to have a man of his 
caliber. 

While all phases of the various field 
trips were excellent and well planned out 
by Roland Ross, President of the West- 
ern Division, some things naturally im- 
pressed your reporter more than others. 
Besides the Marine Museum visit was 
the visit to the Oceanarium. The leader, 
Charles Burch from Long Beach State 
College named practically all of the 
marine life on display and was able to 
give some story of their interrelationship 
with the whole environment. 

There were other highlights of no less 
importance or interest. The annual ban- 
quet of the Western Division attracted a 
large group of nature enthusiasts where 
old friendships were renewed and 
strengthened, and where good fellowship 
opened the doors to many new friend- 
ships. That is the way of the ANSS. 


Biologists 
Hold Conference 


The National Association of Biology 
Teachers conducted the North Central 
States Biology Conference at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan Biological Station in 
Northern Michigan during the latter part 
of August. About ninety participants 
were in attendance, and during the busy 
days, this group discussed many problems 
of college and high school biology teach- 
ing. Their many viewpoints were resolved 
into a set of recommendations which will 
be published in an early issue of THE 
AMERICAN BIOLOGY TEACHER. This con- 
ference was under the direction of 
Richard Weaver, vice-president of the 
ANSS. 
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AN. 35. NEWS 


DR. MALVINA TRUSSELL 


(continued from page 1) 
articles dealing with teaching aids for 
nature study in the Georgia Education 
Association Journal. A paper on ‘‘Early 
Naturalist Writers in the Southeastern 
United States” is being published by the 
Florida State University. 

Like most people who grow profes- 
sionally, she has become identified with 
numerous organizations besides _ the 
A.N.S.S. She is an active member of the 
National Association of Biology Teach- 
ers, National Science Teachers Associa 
tion, and the National Association for 
Research in Science Teaching, Sigma 
Delta Epsilon, National Science Fraternity 
and Pi Lambda Theta, National Fraternity 
for women in Education. 

Among the rewards Dr. Trussell prizes 
most was the bestowal in 1953 of an 
honorary membership to Phoenix, the 
highest scholastic honor society at 
Georgia State College for Women, in 
recognition of her record of outstanding 
achievement in improving science teach- 
ing in Georgia. 

Currently she is doing much work aid- 
ing science leaders throughout Florida 
through inservice courses. In her “spare 
time” she gives talks to garden clubs and 
other groups on conservation and nature 
study. She is teaching a course on week- 
ends at Tampa to which she commutes 
by plane. A grant-in-aid from Florida 
State University Research Council per- 
mits her to carry on a series of studies 
on ecology in order to develop aids in 
interpreting the local setting for teachers. 
Her first work will be the Ecology of the 
Wet Pine Barrens of the Southeast. 

She has prepared a fine program for 
the Atlanta meetings of the A.N.S.S. and 
all in attendance will have a profitable 
time. The program published in_ this 
issue of the NEWSLETTER will tell the 
part the participants and others will play 
in making a fine session. 


Shangri-La 


At an elevation of 5,400 feet in south- 
eastern Arizona is a new biological station 
known as the Southwestern Research 
Station of the American Museum of 
Natural History. For anyone wanting a 
place to study birds, reptiles, insects, 
trees, shrubs or other desert life, here is 
a headquarters with the Chiricahua 
Mountains as a backdrop. These rise to 
10,000 feet and they make a wonderful 
wildlife sanctuary for critical study. In- 
formation about this station can be ob- 
tained from Dr. Mont A. Cazier, Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History, 79th 
and Central Park West, New York 24, 
New York. 


What’s Ahead 


The next issue of the News LETTER 
will be one where your editor catches up 
with himself and gets on schedule. A 
listing of the membership will comprise 
the major effort. Other items will include 
a delightful account of a summer trip 
through the British Isles by your good 
secretary, Helen Ross. She gives an in- 
terpretation of the Natural History of the 
area. This issue will also include news ot 
several past presidents of the A.N.S.S. 
and other items of interest. 

Don't forget to send in some news 
about yourself, or of someone else doing 
a good piece of work to further nature 
study. 


Education by Extension 


Two recent conservation booklets made 
available on a basis attractive to industry, 
institutions, and agencies to use for quan- 
tity distribution will be of interest to 
readers of the NEWSLETTER. 

Native LAND is an attractive, liberally 
illustrated booklet issued free or sold in 
quantity lots by the National Association 
of Manufacturers, 2E. 48th St., New 
York 17, N. Y. It contains concise, well- 
selected, objectively treated information 
on the soil, water, forests, wildlife, and 
land-centered recreational resources of the 
country. The style and comprehension 
level appear to be for secondary school 
use. It contains a brief but excellent bib- 
liography and film list for use in connec- 
tion with the booklet content. 

Krep AMERICA BEAUTIFUL was in- 
spired by the national organization of the 
same name and is a cartoon booklet of 
16 pages. It is an attractive one-color de- 
signed attack on the litter problem. Amer- 
ican Visuals Corporation, 161 E. 32nd 
St., New York 16, N. Y. is the source. 
A dime will cover cost of mailing. 

Ray GREGG 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY 
State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Mass. 
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NABT News Letter 


We are happy to announce the appear- 
ance of the first number of the NABT 
News Letrer. At the end of the issue 
is an appeal for an Editor which explains 
why no editor was indicated. We do not 
know who was responsible for this fine 
effort and hope to see it continued. 


A New Director 

One of our new directors about whom 
we managed to get some biographical 
material is H. Raymond Gregg who is 
currently with the National Park service 
with offices at Omaha, Nebraska. One of 
his duties we learned is Conservation 
Editor of Parks and Recreation magazine. 
Recently he attended a training meeting 
for conservation and recreation workers 
sponsored by the Michigan Interagency 
Council on Recreation where he presented 
the keynote talk on the subject, ‘The 
Outdoors for Better living.” 

More recently Mr. Gregg conducted a 
Regional Training Course in Interpreta- 
tion and Protection in the Black Hills for 
Ranger-Naturalists and Historian Staffs 
of National Parks and Monuments of the 
region. 

With these activities we can under- 
stand that Mr. Gregg is a busy individual 
whose strategic position makes him a 
worthy addition to the official family of 
the American Nature Study Society. 
Welcome. 


Set 


Audubon Junior Clubs sponsored by 
the National Audubon Society have a new 
plan for membership. There will be no 
club registration fee. Each child will pay 
$.25 dues which will enroll him among 
the 10,000,000 who have belonged to this 
fine organization in the last 44 years. 
Ten members can make a local club. 
These clubs learn about plants, insects, 
mammals, aquatic life, as well as birds, 
soil erosion, forest conservation and water 
pollution. 
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